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More than half the people who defecate in the open live in India.Around the world, people live

longer, better lives than in centuries past, in part because of the rapid adoption of latrines and toilets

that keep faecal germs away from growing children. India is an exception. Compared to the rest of

the world, latrine and toilet adoption in India has been very slow and open defecation remains far

too common. This is one reason why infants in India are more likely to die than in neighbouring

poorer countries like Bangladesh and Nepal, and are more likely to be stunted than children in

sub-Saharan Africa.Where India Goes demonstrates that open defecation in India is not the result of

poverty but a direct consequence of the caste system, untouchability and ritual purity. Coffey and

Spears tell an unsanitized story of an unsanitary subject, with characters spanning the worlds of

rural development policy: from mothers and babies living in villages to local government

implementers, senior government policymakers and international development professionals. They

write of increased funding and ever more unused latrines.This important and timely book calls again

for the annihilation of caste and for a fundamental shift in policy perspectives to effect a crucial,

much overdue change.
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Where India Goes is a carefully researched study of the complex relationships between caste and

open defecation in India. The authors have done an excellent job in analyzing the cultural and

religious beliefs and practices that explain why efforts to end open defecation in India have had so

little success. The book provides a sobering analysis of current efforts to promote the use of toilets

in India and explains why these efforts are unlikely to succeed. Being familiar with the topic and the

country, I would have liked to see a discussion of recent efforts by non-governmental and religious

agencies to develop new approaches to social and behavior change related to open defecation.
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